 The Rise of Mass Comztmptwn
- Leisure in the Consumer Society
- High Culture in the Urban Age

 landscape of the ) , 2 ma]orltyo the American people lived in “urban” areas—defined. A
 design. This pamted photograph of downtown Milwaukee is typxcal of ) i 1unities of 2 ,500 people or more. - .
oihmencdop g BUG IS e i ~ Notural increase accounted for only a small part of the o growth .

= 'Iarge building and its presentation of such urban wonders as streetcars an el
 wires. Such images were often reproduced on posteards. (Photo by William Hen

, ba families experienced a high rate of infant mortality, adechmng fer-
' }ackfaﬂ/Detrmt Publishing Company. Repr ed by permission of | C?ﬂm‘vpber Cardozo, Inc,) '

rate, and a high death rate from disease. ‘Without immigration, cities
uld have grown relatlvelv slow " —

1869 1870 1871 1872 1876 1887 1884 1890 ] w 1894 1895 1897 1901 1903 1906 1910
— S — i
First NYC opens | Bostonand | Boss Tweed Baseball’s Congress First Riis’s How the B,askeﬂi ‘ Immigration | Crane’s The |Boston opens| Baseball’s First World | San Franciso NCAA
intercollegiate | first elevated | Chicago fires | convicted National restricts “skyscraper” Orb‘)‘(‘ Ha {vente Restriction | Red Badge of | first subway American Series earthquake founded
football game railroads League Chinese in Chicago Lives League szr@p ' in America League and fire
founded immigration formed founded
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The Migrations 3
The late nineteenth century was an age of unprecedented geo = 3,000
mobility, as Americans left the declining agricultural regions of the é -
;t;; revolented Gt * dramatic rate. Some of those who left wer = i
sbility ing to the newly developing farmlands of th, .
But almost as many were moving to the citie 2 i
East and the Midwest. 2 2,000
Among those leaving rural America for industrial cities in the 1 g J
were southern blacks. They were escaping the poverty, debt, violen ;
oppression they faced in the rural South. They were also seeking n, > i
portunities in cities. Factory jobs for blacks were rare and professio £ .
portunities almost nonexistent. Urban blacks tended to work as = 1.000-
janitors, and domestic servants, as well as in other service occupatio g ,
cause many such jobs were considered women’s work, black women 2 1
outnumbered black men in the cities. & y
The most important source of urban population growth in th, - _
nineteenth century, however, was the arrival of great numbers of ne S

161— 1866~ 1871— 1876— 1881 1886 1891 1896

migrants from abroad. Some came from C:
Sonthern and Eartern & 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900

: Latin America and—particularly on the ¥
Enropean Immizra 2 -
fae Coast—China and Japan. But the greatest m

TOTAL IMMIGRATION, 1860-1900 Over 10 million immigrants from .abroad er}tered the
caifc ug EurOpe' Adfer 1880, the flow of new arrivals began to ir knited States in the last forty years of the nineteenth century, with particularly high numbers

large numbers of people from southern and eastern Europe. By the | ariving in the 1880s and 1890s. This chart shows the pattebrn of unrr;lgrztl;nt;: fﬂ‘;‘;ﬂ;}ar
more than half of all immigrants came from these regions. ter'vals.. Wbat extemz;l events might belp explain some of the rises and falls
In earlier years, most new immigrants from Europe (particularl QR i e e

mans and Scandinavians) had arrived with at least some money and e
tion. Most of them arrived at one of the major port cities on the Aj
coast (the greatest number in New York, through the famous immi,
depot on Ellis Island) and then headed west. But the new immigra
the late nineteenth century generally lacked the capital to buy farr
and lacked the education to establish themselves in professions. So
similarly poor Irish immigrants before the Civil War, they settled

whelmingly in industrial cities, where they worked largely in unskil
jobs. ’

hoods often called “immigrant ghettoes.” Ethnic neighborhoods offered
newcomers much that was familiar. They could find newspapers and theaters
in their native languages, stores selling their native_foods., and church and
fraternal organizations that provided links with their national pasts. Many
Immigrants also maintained close ties with their native countries. They
stayed in touch with relatives who had remained behind. Some (perhaps as
many as a third in the early years) returned to their homglands after a rela-
tively short time; others helped bring the rest of their families to America.

- The cultural cohesiveness of the ethnic communities clearly eased the
Pain of separation from the immigrants’ native lands. What role it played in
helping immigrants become absorbed into the eco-
nomic life of America is a more difficult question to .
answer, Some ethnic groups (Jews and Germans in partl.cular) advanced
€conomically more rapidly than others (for example, the Irish). One gxpla—
, Nation is that, by huddling together in ethnic neighborhoods, immigrant
grant populations. In other countries experiencing heavy immigrati groups tended to reinforce t.he cultural Valfles of their Pr‘_""l(’(‘lls soz;elt:;flst_
this period, most of the new arrivals were coming from one or tW When those values were pgrthularly well suited to economic advanc n :
4 was—for example, the high value Jews placed on educatlon—'ethmc iden
tification may have helped members of a group to improve thelr lots. When
Other values predominated—maintaining community solidarity, strengthen-
ing family ties, preserving order—progress could be less rapid.

The Ethnic City

By 1890, most of the population of the major urban areas consisted of i
migrants: 87 percent of the population in Chicago, 80 percent in
York, 84 percent in Milwaukee and Det

f/;ynrfauc t)f Ethnic Tier

Diverre Uw«.grant ?ynhtkm

Most of the new immigrants were rural people, and for many the adjut
ment to city life was painful. To help ease the transition, some nati
groups formed close-knit ethnic communities within the cities, neighbo
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Other Northwestern European 4% omers were between fifteen and forty-five years olfl. And in most
= unities of the foreign-born, the strength of ethnic ties had to com-
X i 'against another powerful force: the desire f01_r assmulanon. LT
; | Many of the new arrivals had come to Amerlca w1t'h romantic visions
| - he New World. And however disillusioning _they might find their first
- act with the United States, they usually 'retal‘ned the dream of becom—
> true “Americans.” Second-generation immigrants were partlgularly
y to attempt to bregk with the old ways. Young women, in particular,
etimes rebelled against parents who tried to arrange (or prevent) mar-
wes or who opposed women entering the workplace.
“Native-born Americans encouraged immi-
—ants to assimilate in countless ways. Public I
ols taught children in English, and employers often insisted that
kers speak English on the job. Most non-ethnic stores sold' mainly
nerican products, forcing immigrants to adapt their diets, clothmg, and
estyles to American norms. Church leaders were often na'c_lve—bprn
ericans or more assimilated immigrants who encouraged their parish-
rers to adopt American ways. Some even embraced reforms to make
eir religion more compatible with the norms of the new country. Re-
form Judaism, imported from Germany in the late nineteenth century, was
an effort by American Jewish leaders (as it had been by German ones) to
ake their faith less “foreign” to the dominant culture.
The arrival of these vast numbers of new immigrants, and the way
many of them clung to old ways and created distinctive communitigs,
provoked fear and resentment among some native-born Americans in
much the same way earlier arrivals had done. The rising nativism pro-
voked political responses. In 1887, Henry Bowers, a Self-educatgd
I?‘nn'.ligratjon fr.om ot.her SQurces—Mexico, South and Central America, and Asia—wz.ls also lawyer, founded the American Protective Association, a group Cqmn}lt_
S':fnliﬁc::?‘t jl;remtg thl; perlod.nfz ;/ngdwouid ije newer sgums of European and other kinds of ; ted to s topping immigra o By 1894, membership it the organization
il e A s ek reportedly reached 500,000, with chapters throughout the Northeast
and Midwest. That same year, five Harvard alumni founded a more gen-
teel organization—the Immigration Restriction
League—in Boston. They proposed screening im-
migrants through literacy tests and other standards, to separate the “de-
sirable” from the “undesirable.”

The government responded to popular concern about immigration
even earlier. In 1882 Congress excluded the Chinese, denied entry to
“undesirables”—convicts, paupers, the mentally incompetent—and placed
4 tax of 50 cents on each person admitted. Later legislation of the 1890s
enlarged the list of those barred from immigrating. .

But these laws kept out only a small number of aliens, and more ambi-
tious restriction proposals made little progress in Congress. That was be-
Cause immigration was providing a cheap and plen-
tiful labor supply to the rapidly growing economy,
and many argued that America’s industrial (and indeed agricultural) devel-
Opment would be impossible without it.

Other Central
European

Assimilation Euamr@w[

Scandinavian
11%

3ritish
18%

SOURCES OF IMMIGRATION FROM EUROPE, 1860-1900 This pie-chart shows the sources
European immigration in the late nineteenth century. The largest number of immigrants
continued to come from traditional sources (Britain, Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia), but th
beginnings of what in the early twentieth century would become a major influx of immig
from new sources—southern and eastern Europe in particular—are already visible here.

But other factors were at least as important in determining how W
immigrants fared. Immigrants who aroused strong racial prejudice 2
native-born whites found it very difficult to advance whatever their tal
Those white immigrants who arrived with a valuable skill or with some ¢z
ital did better than those who did not. And over time, those who live

I momgration Rertriction l,caguc

d
cities where people of their own nationality came to predominate—for
ample, the Irish in New York and Boston, or the Germans in Milwaukee
gained an advantage as they learned to exert their political power.

Assimilation and Exclusion

Despite the many differences among the various immigrant communitié!
virtually all groups had certain things in common. Most immigra
shared the experience of living in cities. Most were young; the majority €

C/my i mmigrant Labor
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GLOBAL MIGRATIONS

The great waves of immigration that transformed American society i
teenth and early twentieth centuries were not unique to the United
were part of a great, global movement of peoples—unprecedented i
that affected every continent. These great migrations were the produc:
lated forces: population growth and industrialization.

The population of Europe grew faster in the second half of the
century than it had ever grown before and than it has ever grown
doubling between 1850 and the beginning of World War I. Th:
growth was a result of growing economies able to support more peo
more efficient and productive agriculture that helped end debilitating
But the rapid growth nevertheless strained the resources of many parts
and affected, in particular, rural people, who were now too numerous
the available land. Many decided to move to other parts of the world w
was more plentiful.

At the same time, industrialization drew millions of people out of
tryside and into cities—sometimes into cities in their own countries, bt
industrial cities in other, more economically advanced nations. Histo:
gration speak of “push” factors (pressures on people to leave their hom
“pull” factors (the lure of new lands) in explaining population movemen
“push” for many nineteenth-century migrants was poverty and inadequate la
home; for others it was political and religious oppression. The “pull
availability of land or industrial jobs in other regions or lands—and, for so
prospect of greater freedom abroad. Faster, cheaper, and easier transpor
railroads and steamships, in particular—also aided large-scale immigration

From 1800 to the start of World War I, fifty million Europeans mig
new lands overseas—people from almost all areas of Europe, but in the lat
of the century (when migration reached its peak) mostly from poor rural
southern and eastern Europe. Italy, Russia, and Poland were among the
sources of late-nineteenth-century migrants. Almost two thirds of thes
grants came to the United States. But nearly twenty million Europeans mig
other lands. Migrants from England and Ireland (among others) moved
numbers to those areas of the British empire with vast, seemingly ope
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. Large numbers of It
moved to Argentina and other parts of South America. Many of these mi
moved to open land in these countries; established themselves as farmers, u
new mechanical farming devices made possible by industrialization; and in
places—Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, South Africa, and the United State
evicted the native residents of their territories and created societies of th
Many others settled in the industrial cities that were growing up in all
gions and formed distinctive ethnic and national communities within them.

But it was not only Europeans who were transplanting themselves in
years. Tremendous numbers of migrants—usually poor, desperate people
Asia, Africa, and the Pacific Islands in search of better lives. Most of them
not afford the journey abroad on their own. They moved instead as inder
servants (in much the same way many English migrants moved to Americ
seventeenth century), agreeing to a term of servitude in their new land
change for food, shelter, and transportation. Recruiters of indentured se
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£ Africa and the Pacific Islands, an;i alziove
i “h recruiters brought hundreds of thousands of Indian
dtz.tgrvevr(l)i}li ﬁlcll)l]i;{c:;}clmé’in their owngAsian and African coloniss. thne§e
ere recruited to work on plantations in Cuba z}nd Hawau, mines in
Peru, South Africa, and Australia, and railroad projects in Canada, Peru,
ya, Unite,d States. African indentured servants moved in large numbers to the
:‘}:;}fean, and Pacific Islanders tended to move to other islands or to Australia. :
. The immigration of European peoples to new ‘lands was largdy voluntary ar;l
ought most migrants to the United States, where mdentured. servitude was illeg f
0 tghe migration of non-European peoples often involved an important elementhq
rcion and brought relatively small numpers of people to the United SFat¢s. Td is
h-Furopean migration was a function of the growth of Eurqpean empires, arll it
. made possible by the imperial system—by its labor recruiters, by its navaf re-
rees, by its law, and by its economic needs. ‘Together, these various forms ofrrt;ll—
tion produced one of the greatest population movements in the history of the
11d and transformed not just the United States, but much of the globe.

d out across China, Japan, areas o

ers W

(text continued from page 487)

THE URBAN LANDSCAPE

The city was a place of remarkable contrasts. It had homes of almost
animaginable size and grandeur and hovels of indescribable squalor. It haj
conveniences unknown to earlier generations and problems that seeme

beyond the capacity of society to solve.

The Creation of Public Space

In the eighteenth and early ninetegnth centuries, cities had gen?rally
grown up haphazardly. By the mid-nineteenth century, however, re (erm~
ers, planners, architects, and others began to call for a more ordered vi-
sion of the city. ' bl -

Among the most important innovations of the mld—mnel.teenth C(E)n—
fury were great city parks, which reflected the desire of a growing num Sr
of urban leaders to provide an antidote to the congestion of the city land-
scape. Parks, they argued, would allow city remdegts a healthy, restorative
escape from the strains of urban life by reacquainting them with the natu-
ral world. The most successful promoters of this notion of the park as
refuge were the landscape designers Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert
Vaux, who together in the late 1850s designed New
York’s Central Park. They deliberately created a . .
public space that would look as little like the city as pqs§1ble. Instead od
the ordered, formal spaces common in some European cities, they create
instead a space that seemed to be entirely natural. .Central Park was from
the start one of the most popular and admired public spaces in the world.

Central Park
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At the same time that cities were creating great parks, they were
creating great public buildings: libraries, art galleries, natural history -
seums, theaters, concert and opera halls. New York’s Metropolitan
seum of Art was only the largest and best known of many great muy;
taking shape in the late nineteenth century. In one city after anothe;
and lavish public libraries appeared as if to confirm the city’ role as
ter of learning and knowledge.

Wealthy residents of cities were the principal force behind th
ation of the great art museums, concert halls, opera houses, and at
even parks. As their own material and social aspirations grew, they way
the public life of the city to provide them with amenities to match the
expectations. Becoming an important patron of a major cultural instj
tion was an especially effective route to social distinction. i

As both the size and the aspirations of the great cities increased,
leaders launched monumental projects to remake the way their cit
looked. Some cities began to clear away older neighborhoods and st
and create grand, monumental avenues lined with new and more imp
sive buildings. A particularly important event in inspiring this effort to
make the city was the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago, a wi
fair constructed to honor the 400th anniversary of Columbus’s first vo
to America. At the center of the wildly popular exposition was a cluste
neoclassical buildings—the “Great White City”—arranged symmetrical
around a formal lagoon. It became the inspiration for what became kn
as the “city beautiful” movement, led by the architect of the Great

. City, Daniel Burnham. The movement strove ¢
Daniel Burnham : iy i
impose a similar order and symmetry on the di
dered life of cities around the country. Only rarely, however, were p
ners able to overcome the obstacles of private landowners and compli
cated urban politics to realize more than a small portion of their dreams.
The effort to remake the city did not focus only on redesigning
existing landscapes. It occasionally led to the creation of entirely
ones. In Boston in the late 1850s, a large area of marshy tidal land
Bk By’ gradually filled in to create the nei.ghborhOQ
known as “Back Bay.” The landfill project was
of the largest public works projects ever undertaken in America to
point. But Boston was not alone. Chicago reclaimed large areas from La
Michigan as it expanded and at one point raised the street level for the €
tire city to help avoid the problems the marshy land created. In New Yo
and other cities, the response to limited space was not so much creati
new land as annexing adjacent territory. A great wave of annexations €
panded the boundaries of many American cities in the 1890s and beyond:

The Search for Housing ‘
One of the greatest urban problems was providing housing for the thou=
sands of new residents who were pouring into the cities every day. For
prosperous, housing was seldom a worry. The availability of cheap labof

1 he Age or tne Uity

i ilies living i ts, in New York and in many
NEMENT LAUNDRY Immigrant families living in tenements, : :
‘:;:':r cities, earned their livelihoods as they could. This womar(li, sl?own h.elje. w1$ her Oczllléd;z?s, l;:as
i : - o—class mothers who found income-producing activities they ¢ ;
b inated by large vats and piles of other people’s
i h in this case laundry). The room, dommat‘e y larg, pl
Eutflljrvoir?:lgo the family’s home, as the crib and religious pictures make clear. (Bettmann/Corbis)

uilding and permitted anyone with even a m(.)dera'te

gclgl)lrcrfg :(})1 eaff(z)srtdoi l})muse.gSomepof the richest urban residents hvefd t}lln
palatial mansions located in exclusive neighborhoods in the {1e_ar';3 0 : e
city—Fifth Avenue in New York, Back Bay .and' Beacon Hil Nmb I?;HO?I;
Society Hill in Philadelphia, Lake Shore Drive in Chicago, Nob 11

i many others. ‘
3 ﬁ:r?;licfo';}?: (rinoder};tely well-to-do togk advantage of lgsskeyépenstlge
land on the edges of the city and settlgd in new suburbs, 1%n ed to 1ee
downtowns by trains or streetcars. Chicago in the 1870s, for example,
connected nearly 100 reside?tial subl(Jirbs lto te}i SR S ke

ailroad. Real estate developers

iz(:)t"vkne:io?;ncz;tre and promote suburban communities that W%UIi;é)pei
to the nostalgia for the countryside that many city dwellers fedt. . xileto
suburbs in particular were notable for lawns, trees, and houses (;,151gne 1
look manorial. Even more modest corr}mu{ntlgs strove to emphasize

iti s provided for owning land.
Opp(lj\l/nltcl)lsrilttll:gasrtl tr):;sril()legts, however, could not afford either to own 2 house
in the city or to move to the suburbs. Instead, they stayed in Fhe c1tydcer}c-
ters and rented. Landlords tried to squeeze as many rent-paying residents
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ast. Still another was the invention and de-

ension d]al(l)fthtﬁer?)ztsasl(jnogfezh:lgvator. And another was the search for ways
et ities from the ravages of great fires, which caused such terrible
. in wood-frame cities of the late nineteenth century. Steel-
SmCtIOIsltruction was, among other things, a way to make cities more
- C(;nOnce the technology existed to permit the construction of tall
e there were few obstacles to building taller and taller structures.
3 ldmgf, Chicago skyscrapers paved the way for some of the great con-
. ymarvels later in the twentieth century: the Chryslf:r Bplldlgg and
A (]:leonire State Building in New York, the Lasalle Building in Chicago,
k- u?tlilr)nately the vast numbers of steel and glass skyscrapers of the post-

945 cities of America and the world.

as possible into the smallest available space. In Manhattan, for exa
the average population density in 1894 was 143 people per acre—a
higher than that of any other American or European city then or s
the cities of the South—Charleston, New Orleans, Richmond
blacks lived in crumbling former slave quarters. In Boston, immi
moved into cheap three-story wooden houses (“triple deckers”). In
more and Philadelphia, the new arrivals crowded into narrow bric
houses. And in New York and many other cities, they lived in tenement
The word “tenement” had originally referred simply to a mul
family rental building, but by the late nineteenth century it had becon
term for slum dwellings only. The first tenements, built in 1850, had by
hailed as a great improvement in housing for the poor. But most we
fact, miserable places, with many windowless rooms and little
- plumbing or heating. Jacob Riis, a Danish i
Ve grant and New York newspaper reporter and TRAIN&QE}LREA.NJLEEff -
tographer, shocked many middle-class Americans with his sensational R :
some claimed sensationalized) descriptions and pictures of teneme
in his 1890 book, How the Other Half Lives. But the solution refo
often adopted was simply to raze slum dwellings without building any n
housing to replace them.

(=%

; . b-

The i sing congestion of the city and the absence of adequate pub
’11111 :é?vcirceeas prgoducid serious hazards. Crime, fire, disease, and tl'nils_
ence all placed strains on the capacities qf metropolitan institu lorl ,
and both governments and private agencies were for a time poorly

‘ equipped to respond.

Urban Technologies: Transportation and Construction
Urban growth posed monumental transportation challenges. The numb
of people who needed to move every day from one part of the city to
other mandated the development of mass transportation. Streetcars
on tracks by horses had been introduced into some cities even before
Civil War. But the horsecars were not fast enough, so many communi
developed new forms of mass transit. In 1870, New York opened its first el
evated railway, whose noisy, steam-powered trains moved rapidly above
city streets on massive iron structures. New York, Chicago, San Franci
and other cities also experimented with cable cars, towed by continuo
moving underground cables. Richmond, Virginia, introduced the first €
tric trolley line in 1888, and in 1897 Boston opened the first American s
way. At the same time, cities were developing new techniques of road
bridge building. One of the great technological marvels of the 1880s
the completion of the Brooklyn Bridge in New York—a dramatic steel
cable suspension span designed by John A. Roebling. ‘
Cities were growing upward as well as outward. In Chicago, the con
struction in 1884 of the first modern “skyscraper”—by later standar
relatively modest building, ten stories high=
launched a new era in urban architecture. Critic2
to the creation of the skyscraper was a new technology of constructiofy
which emerged as a result of several related developments. One was the
creation of new kinds of steel girders, capable of supporting much greatet

Fire and Disease

One serious problem was fire. In one major city afterffano(tih‘f:r, irte{si r(i:’—’
stroyed large downtown areas. Chicago and‘ Boston suffere gg i
in 1871. Other cities experienced similar disasters. The g_reatlltl aes i
terrible experiences, but they were also important events 1n e% ﬁeve pf
ment of the cities involved. They encourgged the construction o o l:eprcio
' buildings and the development of professional fire departments. % ey a so1
forced cities to rebuild at a time when new technologlcal and architectura
innovations were available. Some of tge high-rise downtowns of American
iti of the rubble of great fires. Hg' :
CIUCZ?]T:‘S;ZI? 1;‘eater hazard thar% fire was fii‘sease, espec1a.lly in pi)l(l)r x;)elgfllxr-l
borhoods with inadequate sanitation fac1ht1es..But an eplderpllc : :t Oet% 7
in a poor neighborhood could ('aI'ld often did) spread easily into
neighborhoods as well. Fewfmumapal ofﬁcmlz rdei(;— s Giieion
ogni relationship of improper sewag - :
' p(g);l:;lziic;h v:ater contamIi)nau'on Eo such epidemic diseases as :cyph(;l(}il fev:;
and cholera; many cities lacked adequate systems fqr disposing o utrnms
waste until well into the twentieth century. Flush toilets and sewer g}lfs e
began to appear in the 1870s, but they could not solve the pro()lirlrtlj I‘;l;
long as sewage continued to flow into open ditches or streams, p

Cities’ water supplies.
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iddle- who believed that too much assistance
ominic l:iy(;m de(ﬂflecr}li;s. ?\Zggietried to restrict aid to the “deserv_mg
7:? btll.lee e v:lfo truly could not help themselves. Charitable organiza-
R dzscted elaborate “investigations” to separate the “deserving frpm
ico(ril erving”. Other charitable societies—for example, the Salvation
, }‘:isch began operating in America in 1879—concentrated more on
- revivalism than on the relief of the homeless and huggw.
fid le-class people grew particularly alarmed over the rising number
Mlddhe'lssesz ?n tﬁe cities, some of them orphans or runaways. These
. lis ” as they were often called, attracted more attention from re-
tre:‘sa rt?lar; any other group—although that attention produced no last-
4 i ir problems. \
gslg)(ltt;fgsatr?dd;:)rvfding bred crime and violence. The American mur-
der rate rose rapidly in the late nineteenth century, from 25 murders for
ery million people i}Ill 188?1 to (()1v§r 100t l;yvtehr; G Come et
tury. That reflected in par i
b dh (l)gvte}ii)fc xer;lolell;}’ce in some nonurban areas: the American South, whe}l;e
h gching and homicide were particularly thh;. gnd the West, where the
3(’)I:)tlessness and instability of nfilw colmmunllgtlest }(lcovsi/tit;w;sr,l tﬁéﬁgﬁ
e like) created much violence. But the ¢ : :
fﬁgllf ?h:?edt(t)hthe inlrease in crime as wel.l. Native—b(.)rp.Amefrl_cans' hkerci
to believe that crime was a result of the violent proclivities of 1mq11%,r:ri—
groups, and they cited the rise of gangs and crnmnal organizations 1r:3 Ly
ous ethnic communities. But native-born Am.e'rxcans. in the cities w. S
jikely to commit crimes as immigrants. The rising crime ra;es enc%urt go_
‘many cities to develop larger and more profgssmnal pohce‘ orces. Bu ; a;; ;
lice forces themselves could spawn corruption ‘apd brutality, particularly
since jobs on them were often filled through political patronage. 25
Some members of the middle class, fearful of urbgn insurrections,

i t protection. Urban national
the need for even more substantial forms of pr : o Bpel
guard groups built imposing armories on the outskirts of affluent rega_
borhoods and stored large supplies of lVlveapons and :rrg(rinunltlon in prep

i isings that, in fact, virtually never occurred. .
rauo’i}hf: rciltl}lfjslas g place of strong allure and great excxtemené:. Yet (it tvjva; a;lsg
a place of alienating impersonality and, to some, a Place of degradatio
exploitation. Theodore Dreiser’s novfel %ﬁeq' faz;zg pa
ed one troubling aspect of urban life: :

;lhggol?t) g?gi(l)fgle women (likegDriiser’s heroine, Car‘ne) who moved frg;ns It;h?
countryside into the city and found themselves without an;;l meansh x fag_
port. Carrie first took an exhausting and 1ll—pay1ng job in a Chicago sho

tory; then she drifted into a life of “sin,” exploited by predatory men.

Environmental Degradation

Modern notions of environmental science were unknown to most /
cans in the late nineteenth and early twenteth centuries, But the

fact of life in those years. The frequency of great fires, the dange;
ease and plague, the extraordinary crowding of working-class ne
hoods were all examples of the environmental costs of industrialj
and rapid urbanization.

Improper disposal of human and industrial waste was a comm
ture of almost all large cities in these years. That contributed to the
tion of rivers and lakes, and also in many cases to the compromising.
city’s drinking water. The presence of domestic animals—horseg. x
were the principal means of transportation until the late nineteenth ¢
tury, but in poor neighborhoods also cows, pigs, and other an
contributed as well to the environmenta] problems.

vere problems that London experienced in these years with its pe
e “fogs” created by the debris from the b
soft coal. But air pollution from factories an,
stoves and furnaces in offices, homes, and other buildings was co
and at times severe. The incidence of respiratory infection and relate,
cases was much higher in cities than it was in rural areas, and it acc
ated rapidly in the Jate nineteenth century.
By the early twentieth century, reformers were actively crusading to i
prove the environmental conditions of cities and were beginning to a
some notable successes. New sewage and drainage systems were cre
protect drinking water from sewage disposal. By 1910, most large Amer
cities had constructed sewage disposal systems, often at great cost, to
tect the drinking water of their inhabitants and to prevent the great ba
ial plagues that impure water had helped create in the past—such as the
low fever epidemic in Memphis that killed 5,000 people. :
In 1912, the federal government created the Public Health Se
which was charged with preventing such occupational diseases as tuber
sis and anemia and carbon dioxide poisoning, which were common in
arment industry and other trades. It attempte
Public Health Service greate connnontr}i,ealm standards for all factorIi)es;
since the agency had few powers of enforcement, it had limited impact.
creation of the Occupational Health and Safety Administration in 19
which gave government the authority to require employers to create safe anc
healthy workplaces, was a legacy of the Public Health Service’s early work.

The Machine and the Boss

: : : : : : in need of institutions to help them
Above all, perhaps, the expansion of the city spawned widespread and often Newly arrived priwin - Mk i esidents of the inner cities, the
ic agencies and private philanthropic organizati adjust to American urban life. For man{' 5 1 “machine.”
i Principal source of assistance was the political “machine.
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The urban machine owed its existence to the power vacuum thap
chaotic growth of cities had created. It was also a product of the poten
voting power of large immigrant communities. Out of that combip

emerged the “urban” b : inci
Function of the “Urbar” Bosr .m § th . b i | The PEREIS al
tion of the political boss was simple: to win

ciety as a whole was the growth and increasing prosperity of the
. Z(I,e class. The salaries of clerks, accountants, rrudd.Ie managers, and
E “white-collar” workers rose by an average of a third between 1890
" e;910. Doctors, lawyers, and other professionals, for example, experi-
de d a particularly dramatic increase in both the Rising Tneome
éstige and the profitability of their professions. .
orking-class incomes rose in those years as well, although from a mui
groceries or a bag of coal. He might step in to save those arreste ower base and often more slowly. The iron and stegl 1n(<iiuls(;t11§.s ts)a\:ivr&lfglrl e
petty crimes from ]all When he could, he found work for the ;’ s hO\lI'IY wages increase by a third between 189 aril : ;w -
ployed. Above all, he rewarded many of his followers with patronag, tries with large female Work forces—ghoes, tf:xtll.es, I-;n Spapt}elr—vv e
jobs in city government or in such city agencies as the police (whic hodest increases, as d1d almost all '1ndustrles in the ciut ;i thai 3
machine’s elected officials often controlled); with jobs building or op: African Amerli(cans’ Mexicans, and Asians also rose more slowly
ing the new transit systems; and with opportunities to rise in P er workers.
organization itself. i ’ b =il the Pl 1 (iglsing incomes created new market§ for consumer goods. Affordable

Machines were also vehicles for making money. Politicians enrich, products and new mefchandlslng techniques soon made many consumer
themselves and their allies through various forms of graft and corrup goods available to this mass market for the ﬁl}'lst Ready-nade Clothing
A politician might discover in advance where a new road or streetcar time. A good example of sucl} changes was t e o T
was to be built, buy land near it, and sell it at a profit when property emergence of ready-made clothing. In the early mn?teenf thcenew?r,; ot
ues rose as a result of the construction. There was also covert graft. ericans had made their own F:lothmg. The mventl(zlnfo e fs ms)g ol
cials received kickbacks from contractors in exchange for contracts ¢ chine and the spur that the (;1V11 War (and its demand for uni ?ir : gde_
build public projects, and they sold franchises for the operation of pu to the manufacture of clothing helped create an enczlrmfo:i in I\: tltlry le

" utilities. The most famously corrupt city boss voted to producing ready-madet garments. By the end of the century, o
Willian M. Tveed William M. Tiveed, boss of New York City’s Tz most all Americans bought their clothing from stores. Partly als a i‘e5111n ’
many Hall in the 1860s and 1870s, whose extravagant use of public much larger numbers of people became concerned Enth peisona Stzs;.ved
on projects that paid kickbacks to the organization landed him in jail i terest in women’s fashion, for example, had once been a u:)mrl};J r :
for the relatively affluent. Now middle-class and even working-class
women could strive to develop a distinctive style.o'f dress.

Buying and preparing food also became a critical part of the new con-
sumerism. The development and mass production of tin cans in the 1880s
created a large new industry devoted to packaging and s_elhng .canned food
and condensed milk. Refrigerated railroad cars made; it posmb!g for per-
ishable foods to be transported over long distances Wlthout' spoiling. Arti-
ficially frozen ice enabled many households to afford iceboxes. The
changes brought improved diets and better health. Life expectancy rose
SiX years in the first two decades of the twentieth century.

The urban machine was not without competition. Reform groups fre
quently mobilized public outrage at the corruption of the bosses and o
succeeded in driving machine politicians from office. But the reform or
ganizations typically lacked the permanence of the machine.

. THE RISE OF MASS CONSUMPTION

In the last decades of the nineteenth century a distinctive middle-class cul-
ture began to exert a powerful influence over the whole of American life.
Other groups in society advanced less rapidly, or not at all, but almost no
one was unaffected by the rise of the new urban, consumer culture.

Chain Stores, Mail-Order Houses, and Department Stores

Changes in marketing also altered the way Americans bought goods. New
“chain stores” could usually offer a wider array of goods at lower prices
than the small local stores with which they competed. The Atlantic and
Pacific Tea Company (the A & P) began a national network of grocery
Stores in the 1870s. F. W. Woolworth built a chain of .dry goods stores.
Sears and Roebuck established a large market for its mail-order merchan-
dise by distributing an enormous catalog each year.

Patterns of Income and Consumption
Incomes were rising for almost everyone in the industrial era, although at
highly uneven rates. The most conspicuous result of the new economy
was the creation of vast fortunes, but perhaps the most important result
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Women as Consumers

ke rise of mass consumption had particularly dramatic effects on Ameri-
. women. Women’s clothing styles changed much more rapidly and
_matically than men’s, which encouraged more frequent purchases.
omen generally bought and prepared food for their families, so the
ability of new food products changed not only the way everyone ate,
 also the way women shopped and cooked. Canning and refrigeration
ant greater variety in the diet. It also meant that food did not always
wve to be eaten on the day it was purchased.

The consumer economy produced new employment opportunities for
somen as salesclerks and waitresses. And it spawned the creation of a new
novement in which women were to play a vital role: the consumer protec-
»n movement. The National Consumers League,
formed in the 1890s under the leadership of Flo-
rence Kelley, attempted to mobilize the power of women as consumers to
yree retailers and manufacturers to improve wages and working conditions.

National Consnmers chgue

LEISURE IN THE CONSUMER SOCIETY

Closely related to the growth of consumption was a growing interest in
leisure time. Members of the urban middle and professional classes had
large blocks of time during which they were not at work—evenings, week-
ends, even paid vacations. Working hours in many factories declined, from
an average of nearly seventy hours a week in 1860 to under sixty in 1900.
Even farmers found that the mechanization of agriculture gave them more
free time. The lives of many Americans were becoming more compart-
oo ISY ; ‘mentalized, with clear distinctions between work and leisure. The change
NTGOME RS A B et or | produced a search for new forms of recreation and entertainment.

ND INC

Redefining Leisure

It also produced a redefinition of the idea of “leisure.” In earlier eras, rela-
tively few Americans had considered leisure a valuable thing. On the con-
trary, many equated it with laziness or sloth. In the late nineteenth cen-
tury, however, the beginnings of a redefinition of leisure appeared. The

€conomist Simon Patten was one of the first intel- o
s . y ; mon Patten

1 e Muehoonyln sipe nlis g 4 lectuals to articulate .thIS new view of lelsur.e. L T
et Sf L Ll d g . great department stores hel : The Theory of Prosperity (1902), The New Basis of Civilization (1910), and
ying habits and turn shopping into a more alluring and glam other works, he challenged the centuries-old assumption that the normal
Marshall Field fHs astlvity Marshal_l Field in Chicago create condition of civilization was a scarcity of goods. In earlier times, Patten
place deliberately desi 023 ?f the dﬁrst American department stores argued, fear of scarcity had caused people to place a high value on thrift,
Similar stores en};er edgliln N;’ P;‘} Ec%a Sel?lse of wonder and excitemen self-denial, and restraint. But in modern industrial societies, new
athier cities g w York, Brooklyn, Boston, Philadelphia, ant economies could create enough wealth to satisfy not just the needs, but
: also the desires, of all.

THE MONTGOMERY WARD DEPARTMENT STORE This advertising poster for the
qutgomery Ward department store in downtown Chicago dates from about 1880. The

designer has stripped away the outside walls to reveal the vast array of goods inside what the {
poster calls “the enormous establishment.” (Chicago Historical Society)
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As Americans became more accustomed to leisure as a normal par
their lives, they began to look for new experiences with which to entert.
themselves. In cities, in particular, the demand for popular entertai
produced a rich mix of spectacles, recreations, and other activities.

Mass entertainment occasionally bridged differences of class, ra
gender. But it could also be sharply divided. Saloons and some sp
events tended to be male preserves. Shopping and going to tea roo
luncheonettes was more characteristic of female leisure. Theaters,
and clubs were often specific to particular ethnic communities or pa
lar work groups. When the classes did meet in public spaces—as the
for example, in city parks—there was often considerable conflict
what constituted appropriate public behavior. Elites in New York Ci
example, tried to prohibit anything but quiet, “genteel” activities in C
tral Park, while working-class people wanted to use the public spaces f
sports and entertainments.

Basketball was invented in 1891 at .Springﬁeld, SR
Afassachusetts, by Dr. James A. Naismith, a Cana- : :

dian working as athletic director for a local college. Boxing, which had
1one been a disreputable activity concentrated primarily among the urban
wer classes, became by the 1880s a more popular and, in some places,
3 sport.

Or;;reglli?:tlif)npin the major sports of the era was almost exclusively the
orovince of men, but several sports .emerged in Which women became im-
ortant participants. Golf and tennis both experienced a rapld increase in
participation among relatively wealthy men and women. Bicycling and
croquet also enjoyed widespread popularity in t'he 1890s among women as
well as men. Women’s colleges 1ntr0fiuce§1 their SmdenFS to more strenu-
buS Sports as well—track, crew, swimming, and (beginning in the late

1890s) basketball.

Music, Theater, and Movies

Other forms of popular entertainment developed in the cities in response
1o the large potential markets there. Many ethnic communities main-
‘tained their own theaters. Urban theaters also iptroduced new a}nd distinc-
tively American entertainment forms: the musical comedy, which evolved

adually from the comic operettas of Europe; and g
vaudeville, a form of theater adapted from French ‘ ;
models, which remained the most popular urban entertainment into the
first decades of the twentieth century. It consisted of a variety of acts (mu-
sicians, comedians, magicians, jugglers, and others) a_nd was, at least in the
beginning, inexpensive to produce. As the economic potepual of vaude-
ville grew, some promoters—most prominently Florenz Ziegfeld of New
York—staged much more elaborate spectacles. :

Vaudeville was also one of the few entertainment media open to black
performers. They brought to it elements of the minstrel shows they had
earlier developed for black audiences in the late nineteenth century. Some
minstrel singers (including the most famous, Al Jolson) were whltgs wear-
ing heavy makeup (or “blackface”), but most were black. Entertainers of
both races performed music based on the gospel and folk tunes of the
plantation and on the jazz and ragtime of black urban communities. Per-
formers of both races also tailored their acts to prevailing white preju-
dices, ridiculing blacks by acting out demeaning stereotypes. .

. The most important form of mass entertainment was the movies.

Thomas Edison and others had created the technology of the motion pic-
ture in the 1880s. Soon after that, short films became available to individ-
ual viewers watching peepshows in pool halls, penny arcadfas, and amuse-
Ment parks. Soon, larger projectors made it possible to project the images
onto big screens, which permitted substantial audiences to see films in

Spectator Sports

Among the most important responses to the search for entertainment
the rise of organized spectator sports, and especially baseball. A
Bl much like baseball—known as “rounders” and d
rived from cricket—had enjoyed limited popularit

in Great Britain in the early nineteenth century. Versions of the ga
began to appear in America in the early 1830s. By the end of the C
War, interest in the game had grown rapidly. More than 200 amate
semiprofessional teams and clubs existed, many of which joined a nationa
association and proclaimed a set of standard rules. As the game grew
popularity, it offered opportunities for profit. The first salaried team,
Cincinnati Red Stockings, was formed in 1869. Other cities fielded
fessional teams, and in 1876 the teams banded together in the Natio
League. A rival league, the American Association, soon appeared. It even
tually collapsed, but in 1901 the American League emerged to replace i
And in 1903, the first modern World Series was played, in which th
American League Boston Red Sox beat the National League Pittsbur
Pirates. By then, baseball had become an important business and a grez
national preoccupation. !
Baseball had great appeal to working-class males. The second mos
popular game, football, appealed at first to a more elite segment of
male population, in part because it originated in colleges and universi
The first intercollegiate football game in America occurred betw:
Princeton and Rutgers in 1869. Early intercollegiate football bore only a
indirect relation to the modern game; it was more similar to what is nov
known as rugby. By the late 1870s, however, the game was becoming staf*
dardized and was taking on the outlines of its modern form.
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A NICKELODEON, 1905 Before the rise of great movie palaces, urban families flocked to
“nickelodeons,” smaller theaters that charged five cents for admission and that showed many A‘
different films each day, including serials—dramas that drew audiences back into theaters day
after day with new episodes of a running story. (Brown Brothers)

theaters. By 1900, Americans were becoming attracted in large numb;
to these early movies—usually plotless films of trains or waterfalls or o
B.W. Grifith spectacles. The great D. W. Griffith car'ried

motion picture into a new era with his sil
epics—The Birth of a Nation (1915), Intolerance (1916), and others—whi
introduced serious (if notoriously racist) plots and elaborate production:
to filmmaking. Motion pictures were the first truly mass entertainmen
medium.

Patterns of Public and Private Leisure

Particularly striking about popular entertainment in the late ninetee
and early twentieth centuries was its public quality. Many Americans sp:
their leisure time in places where they would find not only entertainmen
but also other people. Thousands of working-class New Yorkers spen
evenings in dance halls, vaudeville houses, and concert halls. More affl
ent New Yorkers enjoyed afternoons in Central Park, where a principal @
traction was seeing other people (and being seen by them). Moviego®!

The Age of the City

POSTCARD FROM LUNA PARK Visitors to Coney Island sent postcards to frie.nds and relatives
by the millions, and those cards were among the most effective promotional devices for ,the
amusement parks. This one shows the brightly-lit entrance to Luna Park, Coney Island’s most
popular attraction for many years. (Bettmann/Corbis)

were attracted not just by the movies themselves but by the energy of the
audiences at lavish new “movie palaces,” just as sports fans were drawn by
the crowds as well as by the games. . .

Perhaps the most striking example of popular, public entertainment
was Coney Island, the famous and self-consciously fabulous amusement
park and resort on a popular beach in Brooklyn. Bl Fidaxd
The greatest of the Coney Island attractions, Luna '
Park, opened in 1903. It provided rides and stunts, and also lavish repro-
ductions of exotic places and spectacular adventures: Japanese gardens,
Venetian canals with gondoliers, a Chinese theater, a simulated trip to the
moon, and re-enactments of such disasters as burning buildings and earth-
quakes. A year later, a competing company opened Dreamlapd, VthCh
tried to outdo even Luna Park with a 375-foot tower, a three-ring circus,
chariot races, and a Lilliputian village from Gulliver’s Travels. The popu-
larity of Coney Island in these years was phenomenal. Thousands of peo-
ple flocked to the large resort hotels that lined the beaches. Many thou-
sands more made day trips out from the city by train and (after 1920)
subway. In 1904, the average daily attendance at Luna Park alone was
90,000 people. Al =

Most people who found Coney Island appealing did so in part because
it provided them with an escape from the genteel standards of behavior
that governed so much of American life at the time. In the amusement
parks of Coney Island, decorum was often forgotten, and people delighted
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in finding themselves in situations that in any other setting would k;
seemed embarrassing or improper: women’s skirts blown above ¢
heads with hot air; people pummeled with water and rubber paddie
clowns; hints of sexual freedom as strangers were forced to come jr
physical contact with one another on rides and amusements.

Not all popular entertainment, however, involved public events.
Americans amused themselves privately by reading novels and poetry.
so-called dime novels, cheaply bound and wi
circulated, became popular after the Civil
with detective stories, tales of the “Wild West,” sagas of scientific ad
ture, and novels of “moral uplift.” Publishers also distributed sentim
novels of romance, which developed a large audience among women, ;
did books about animals and about young children growing up. Louis
May Alcott’s Little Women, most of whose readers were women, sold
than 2 million copies.

Dime Novelr

The Technologies of Mass Communication

American publishing and journalism experienced an important change
the decades following the Civil War. Between 1870 and 1910, the ¢
tion of daily newspapers increased nearly ninefold (from under 3 mi
to more than 24 million), a rate three times as great as the rate of popul:
tion increase. And while standards varied widely from one paper to
other, American journalism was developing the beginnings of a pr
sional identity. Salaries of reporters increased; many newspapers b
separating the reporting of news from the expression of opinion;
newspapers themselves became important businesses. ,
The transformation of publishing and journalism was to a large de
gree a result of new technologies of communication. The emergenc
national press services, for example, was a product of the telegraph, w.
made it possible to supply papers throughout the country with news
features from around the nation and the world. By the turn of the centus
important newspaper chains had emerged as well, linked together by
own internal wire services. The most powerful
owned by William Randolph Hearst, who by 19
controlled nine newspapers and two magazines. New printing technolo-
gies were making possible more elaborate layouts, the publication of colo
pictures, and, by the end of the century, the printing of photograph
These advances not only helped publishers make their own stories
vivid; they also made it possible for them to attract more advertisers.

William Rana/a‘/)/t Hearst

The Telephone

The most important new technology of communication was the teﬂb
phone, which Alexander Graham Bell had first demonstrated in 18
(see p. 458). In its first years, the telephone was a relatively impracti€

The Age of the City

tool. Those who subscribed to telephone service had to have dir‘ect wire
links to everyone else they wished to call. In 1878, the first ° switch-
poard” opened in New Haven, Connecticut, opening the way for more

ractical uses of the telephone. Once there was a switchboard, a te}e—
hone subscriber needed only a line to the central telephone office

from which connections could be made to any other subscriber. A new
occupation—the “telephone operator’—was
porn. The Bell System, which controlle.d all
American telephone service, hired young white women to work as oper-
ators, hoping that a pleasant female voice would make the experience Qf
using the telephone (and the inconvenience of the frequent te.chrtfologl—
cal problems that accompanied it) more appealing, or less irritating, to
customers. Telephone signals were very wgak at first, and callers cogld
seldom reach anyone more than a few miles away. In an effor’t’ to in-
crease the range of telephones, engineers created the “repeater, which

The Bell S System

eriodically strengthened the signal as it moved over distances. By

1914, however, the repeaters had improved to the point that it was now
practical to envision a transcontinental line.

In its early years, the telephone was an almost entirely commercial in-

strument. Of the nearly 7,400 telephone customers in the New York-New
Jersey area in 1891, 6,000 were businesses and organizations. Even the
residential telephones tended to belong to doctors or business managers.

The growing reach of the telephone in the early years of the twen-

tieth century made the Bell System (formally named American Tele-
phone and Telegraph, or AT&T) one of the most powerful corporations
in America and a genuine monopoly. Central to its success was an early
decision by executives that the company would excluswely_ build and
own all telephone instruments and then lease them to subscribers. That
made it possible for AT&T to control both the equipn‘lent.and the tele-
phone service itself, and to exclude any competitors in either field. It

also gave AT&T effective control over the local telephone companies
allied with it and made the nation’s telephone system into an effective
cartel.

- HIGH CULTURE IN THE URBAN AGE

In addition to the important changes in popular culture that accompanied
the rise of cities and industry, there were profound changes in the re:ﬂm of
“high culture.” The distinction between “highbrow” aqd “lowbrow” cul-
ture was largely new to the industrial era. In the early nineteenth century,
most cultural activities had targeted people of all classes. By thc? late nine-
teenth century, however, elites were developing a cultural and intellectual
ife quite separate from the popular amusements of the urban masses.
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Literature and Art in Urban America

One of the strongest impulses in American literature was the effort to ¢
create urban social reality. This trend toward realism found an early vg
in Stephen Crane, who—although perhaps by
known for his novel of the Civil War, The
Badge of Courage (1895)—created a sensation in 1893 when he publis
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, a grim picture of urban poverty and slum I
Theodore Dreiser, Frank Norris, and Upton Sinclair were similarly dr
to social issues as themes. Kate Chopin, a southern writer who explore
the oppressive features of traditional marriage, encountered widespre
public abuse after publication of her shocking novel, The Awakening, in
1899. It described a young wife and mother who abandoned her family
search of personal fulfillment. William Dean Howells, in The Rise of Sij
Lapham and other works, described what he considered the shallowne
and corruption in ordinary American lifestyles. '
American art through most of the nineteenth century had been ove
shadowed by the art of Europe. By 1900, however, a number of America
artists broke from the Old World traditions and experimented with
styles. Winslow Homer was vigorously American in his paintings of Ne
England maritime life and other native subjects. James McNeil Whistler
was one of the first Western artists to introduce Oriental themes into
American and European art.
By the first years of the new century, some American artists were
turning decisively away from the traditional academic style (a style per=
haps most identified in America by the brilliant portraitist John Singer
Sargent). Members of the so-called Ashcan Sch
produced work startling in its naturalism and starl
in its portrayal of the social realities of the era. John Sloan portrayed
dreariness of American urban slums; George Bellows caught the vigor
violence of his time in paintings and drawings of prizefights; Edwar
Hopper explored the starkness and loneliness of the modern city. Th
Ashcan artists were also among the first Americans to appreciate expre!
sionism and abstraction; and they showed their interest in new forms it
1913 when they helped stage the famous “Armory Show” in New Yo
City, which displayed works of the French postimpressionists and of somé
American moderns.

,/.itcrm:y Realirm

HArhcan School

The Impact of Darwinism

Perhaps the most profound intellectual development in the late nines
teenth century was the widespread acceptance of the theory of evolutions
associated most prominently with the English naturalist Charles Darwif:
Darwin argued that the human species had evolved from earlier forms 04
life through a process of “natural selection.” History, Darwin suggeste(;i' ‘

was not the working out of a divine plan. It was a random process domi=
nated by the fiercest or luckiest competitors.

The Age of the City

EDWARD HOPPER, AUTOMAT Edward Hopper was one of a growing group of American
painters in the early twentieth century who chose to chronicle not the world of wealth and power,
the characteristic subject of earlier artists, but the harsh, gritty world of the modern city.
Hopper’s work was distinctive for its evocation of the loneliness of urban life. This 1927 painting
of a scene in an “automat” in New York City is characteristic of his work. (Des Moines Art Center
Permanent Collection. Purchased with funds from the Edmundson Art Foundation, Inc., 1958.2. Photo by Michael

Tropea, Chicago)

The theory of evolution met widespread resistance at first from educa-
tors, theologians, and even many scientists. By the end of the century, how-
ever, the evolutionists had converted most members
of the urban professional and educated classes.
Even many middle-class Protestant religious leaders had accepted the doc-
trine, making significant alterations in theology to accommodate it. Un-
seen by most urban Americans at the time, however, the rise of Darwinism
Wwas contributing to a deep schism between the new, cosmopolitan culture
of the city—which was receptive to new ideas such as evolution—and the
more traditional, provincial culture of some rural areas—which remained
more wedded to fundamentalist religious beliefs and older values. Thus the
late nineteenth century saw not only the rise of a liberal Protestantism in
tune with new scientific discoveries but also the beginning of an organized
Protestant fundamentalism.

Darwinism helped spawn other new intellectual currents. There
Was the Social Darwinism of William Graham Sumner and others,
Which industrialists used so enthusiastically to justify their favored posi-
tion in American life. But there were also more sophisticated philoso-

Rerirtance to Evolution
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Universities and the Growth of Science and Technology

' - ersities were also proliferating rapidly in the late nine-
COHS}% e(fegrtlfr;n’iy}f;sf benefited parti%ularly from the Morrill Lapd Grant
teetn of 1862, by which the federal government had donated publl:: }and to
iztes for tl;e establishment of colleges. Sixty-nine “land-grgnt ﬁ:;s;lttﬁ;
dons were established in the last des:ades‘of the ce‘:ntury—amcén\g)v | l{
te university systems of California, Illinois, Minnesota, an isconsin.
S(gather universities benefited from millions of dollars contributed by busi- \
ness and financial titans. Rockefeller, Ca}rnegie, and others gave gener-
ously to such schools as Columbia, Chicago, Harvard, Northwest'ern,
Princeton, Syracuse, and Yale. Other philanthropists fognded new univer-
sities or reorganized older ones and perpetuated their family names—
Vanderbilt, Johns Hopkins, Cornell, Duke, Tulane, and Stanford.

These and other universities played a vital role B
in the economic development of the United States iyl
in the late nineteenth century and beyond. The 4 o
J]and-grant institutions were specifically mandgted to advance how edge
in “agriculture and mechanics.” From the beginning, therefgre, they wire |
committed not just to abstract knowledge, but to making discoveries ic a(; |
would be of practical use to farmers and manufacturers. As they evo \g:l
into great state universities, they retained that trgdmgn aqd beca_meth =
source of many of the great technological and scientific discoveries that
helped American industry and commerce to advance. Private universities
emerged that served many of the same purposes: the Massachuse;tts,lnstl—
tute of Technology, founded in 1865, which 'soon.be‘came the nation’s p;e(i
mier engineering school; Johns Hopkins University n B_»altlmore, foun 1e
in 1876, which did much to advance medical scholarship; the Rogkefgl er
Institute for Medical Research in New York (later Rockefeller University);
the Carnegie Institution. By the early twentieth century, even mu'ch older
and more traditional universities were beginning to form relaUOpshlps
with the private sector and the government, doing re§earch that did not
just advance knowledge for its own sake but that was directly applicable to

practical problems of the time.

phies, among them a doctrine that became |
as “pragmatism.” William James, a Harvar
chologist (and brother of the novelist Henry James), was the
prominent publicist of the new theory, although earlier intelle
such as Charles S. Peirce and later ones such as John Dewey w
important to its development and dissemination. According to th
matists, modern society should rely for guidance not on inherited ig
and moral principles but on the test of scientific inquiry. No idea
stitution (not even religious faith) was valid, they claimed, u
worked, unless it stood the test of experience.

A similar concern for scientific inquiry was influencing the social
ences. Sociologists such as Edward A. Ross and Lester Frank Ward ur
applying the scientific method to the solution of social and political p
lems. Historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner and Charles Be
gued that economic factors more than spiritual ideals had been the
erning force in historical development. John Dewey proposed
approach to education that placed less emphasis on the rote learr
traditional knowledge and more on flexible, democratic schooling.

The implications of Darwinism also promoted the growth of
pology and encouraged some scholars to begin examining other culs
in new ways. Some white Americans began to look at Indian society
example, as a coherent culture with its own norms and values that
worthy of respect and preservation, even though they were different
those of white society.

”?raymﬁm”

Toward Universal Schooling

The growing demand for specialized skills and scientific knowledge nat
rally created a growing, and changing, demand for education. The
nineteenth century, therefore, was a time of rapid expansion and reform
American schools and universities.
One example was the spread of free public pi

Sprend of Free Public Schvatong mary and secondary education. By 1900, com
sory school attendance laws were in effect in thirty-one states and te
ries. Education was still far from universal. Rural areas lagged far be
urban-industrial ones in funding public education. In the South,
blacks had access to no schools at all. But for many white men
women, educational opportunities were expanding dramatically. |
Educational reformers tried to extend educational opportunities to &
Indian tribes as well, in an effort to “civilize” them and help them adapt®
white society. In the 1870s, reformers recruited small groups of Indians!

Medical Science

Both the culture of and the scientific basis for medical care was _cha.ngmg
-~ rapidly in the early twentieth century. Most doctors WCI'EI: begmmng Eo
accept the new medical assumption that there were under ylngr ;auses 0
particular symptoms—that a symptom was not itself a disease. the};( were
also beginning to make use of new or 1mpr.oved Fechpologles- e -trfllz;
ized the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania. Like man improved microscopes, and other dl.ag'l'lOStl'C devices in I?bforatorlg.s— .

10 made it possible to classify, and d1§t1ngqlsh among, different dlilease .
Laboratory tests could now identify infections §uch as typhpld an ygen-l
tery. That did not in itself help doctors treat diseases, but it was a critica

|

mately, however, these reform efforts failed, in part because it was unpOl
ular with its intended beneficiaries.
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or women on their campuses (Barnard at Columbia and Radcliffe at Har-
vard, for example).

The female college was part of an important phenomenon in the his-
tory of modern American women: the emergence of distinctive women’s
communities outside the family. Most faculty
members and many administrators were women
(usually unmarried). And the life of the college
sroduced a spirit of sorority and commitment among educated women
that had important effects in later years. Most female college graduates ul-
gmately married, but they married at a more advanced age than their non-
college counterparts. A significant minority, perhaps over 25 percent, did
not marry at all, but devoted themselves to careers. The growth of female
higher education clearly became for some women a liberating experience,
persuading them that they had roles to perform in their rapidly changing
urban-industrial society other than those of wives and mothers.

first step toward finding effective treatment. At about the same ti
pharmaceutical research was beginning to produce some important
medicines. Aspirin was first synthesized in 1899. Other researchers w
beginning to experiment with chemicals that might destroy diseas :
the blood, an effort that eventually led to the various forms
chemotherapy that are still widely used in treating cancer. In 1906, -
American surgeon, G. W. Cirile, became the first physician to use blog
transfusion in treatment, which revolutionized surgery. In the past,“ :
tients often lost so much blood during operations that extensive surg,
could be fatal for that reason alone. With transfusions, it became poss
to conduct much longer and more elaborate operations. ’

The widespread acceptance by the end of th
nineteenth century of the germ theory of disea
had important implications. Physicians quickly discovered that exp
to germs did not by itself necessarily cause disease, and they began look
ing for the other factors that determined who got sick and who did not
Among the factors they eventually discovered were general health, pre
ous medical history, diet and nutrition, and eventually genetic predispe
tion. The awareness of the importance of infection in spreading dise
also encouraged doctors to sterilize their instruments, use surgical gloves
and otherwise purify the medical environment of patients. _

By the early twentieth century, American physicians and surgeor
were generally recognized as among the best in the world, and Americ
medical education was beginning to attract si
dents from many other countries. These improw
ments in medical knowledge and training, along with improvements
sanitation and public health, did much to reduce infection and mor
in most American communities.

Eme;zmc of Women's
ommunitier

gmn 'Zﬁmr\y ﬂ559f64

CONCLUSION
€,

[he extraordinary growth of American cities in the last decades of the
ineteenth century led to both great achievements and enormous prob-
lems. Cities became centers of learning, art, and commerce. They pro-
éi’uced great advances in technology, transportation, architecture, and
communications. They provided their residents—and their many
visitors—with varied and dazzling experiences, so much so that people in-
creasingly left the countryside to move to the city.
~ But cities were also places of congestion, filth, disease, and corruption.
With populations expanding too rapidly for services to keep up, most
American cities in this era struggled with makeshift techniques to solve
the basic problems of providing water, disposing of sewage, building
roads, running public transportation, fighting fire, stopping crime, and
preventing or curing disease. City governments, many of them dominated
by political machines and ruled by party bosses, were often models of inef-
ficiency and corruption—although in their informal way they also pro-
Vided substantial services to the working-class and immigrant constituen-
cies who needed them most. Yet they also managed to oversee great public
Projects: the building of parks, museums, opera houses, and theaters, usu-
ally in partnership with private developers.
_ The city brought together races, ethnic groups, and classes of extraor-
ary variety—from the families of great wealth that the new industrial
4ge was creating to the vast working class, much of it consisting of immi-
grants, that crowded into densely packed neighborhoods sharply divided
Y nationality. The city also spawned new forms of popular culture. It cre-
dted temples of consumerism: shops, boutiques, and above all the great

ﬁec/tﬁi;gMﬂrfa[i{y

Education for Women

The post—Civil War era saw an important expansion of educational opp:
tunities for women, although such opportunities continued to lag far
hind those available to men and were denied to black women.

Most public high schools accepted women readily, but opportunitie
for higher education were fewer. At the end of the Civil War, only thr
American colleges were coeducational. In the years after the war, many 0!
the land-grant colleges and universities in the Midwest and such priv
universities as Cornell and Wesleyan began to admit women along wi
men. But coeducation was less crucial to women’s education in this peri
than was the creation of a network of women’s
leges. Mount Holyoke in central Massachusetts
begun its life in 1836 as a “seminary” for women; it became a full-fled
college in the 1880s, at about the same time that entirely new female i
tutions were emerging: Vassar, Wellesley, Smith, Bryn Mawr, Wells, and
Goucher. A few of the larger private universities created separate collegé

Women's Colleser
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its origins in the age of the city, and its wider social context of race re-
and popular culture. New York (1999-2001), a film by Ric Burns,
accompanied by a companion book, Ric

department stores. And it created forums for public recreation and
tainment: parks, theaters, athletic fields, amusement parks, a
movie palaces.

Urban life created anxiety among those who lived within the
and among those who observed them from afar. But in fact, Am
cities adapted reasonably successfully over time to the great deman
growth made of them and learned to govern themselves if not
honestly and efficiently, at least adequately to allow them to survi

grow.

2 pasu'me,

s, immigration, :
2 sweeping documentary history of the city,
s et al., New York: An Tlustrated History (1999).

Q}

Internet resources, references to additional books and films, and more,

quizzes, ‘ : :
L I’s Online Learning Center site at www.mhhe.com/unfinishednation4.
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